REMARKS 


ON THE 
CON B VU Ex 


o P Pas ITI 


WITH REGARD TO AMERICA; 


SEWING THEIR 
| INCONSISTHREASCS 


» 


SHORT REVIEW OF THEIR OWN MEASURES. 


«© Quid a majoribus defenſum eſt aliud quam Libertas : neu 
* cui niſi Legibzs pareremuy ! 


«« Præclara proles, geniti ad ea, quæ majores virtute pepe- 
s rere, ſubvertunda.” 


L ON 2. 
Printed for T. CADELL, in the Strand. 
MDCCLXXVL. 


£ ) 
4 | £1, N * 1 \ 
"2. ” 8 £ a 
* 3 * * . 
An " 
4 * 8 * 7 
COLLEGE 
LYSRRN 
7) | ; 
{ — 7 : 7 
& 0 4 2 * V wt 1 4 1228 
& , i % 7 
K a C4 ' _ e 
} 
© 


AA 810 


E N OU IR V. «e. 


HE variety of meaſures adopted by 

the Oppoſition with regard to 
America, accompanied by profeſſions of 
the moſt rigid Conſiſtency, induces me 
to lay before the Public a ſhort Chrono- 
logical Hiſtory of their conduct. My edu- 
cation gave my mind an early bent to 
Truth; and I have ever been taught to 


believe, that in Politics, as well as in 


every other Science, Truth is uniform. 


B | I can- 


— — — — 1 — 


ts. — 


( 2 ) 
I cannot patiently hear one ſett of men 


arraigned for Inconſiſtency and Irreſolu- 


tion, who have perſevered in maintaining 


the dignity of the Empire, by a motley 
Party, who have told us formerly we had 
the right to tax America ; who have even 
afſiſted in the exereiſe of that right; yet 
now aſſert, in vehement Declamation, that 
Taxation is Tyranny, or at beſt derived 
from a power which never ſhould be uſed ; 

that it is one of the Arcana Inperii which 
ſhould not be pryed into. In vain you con- 
tradict their doctrine as Patriots, by their 
former practice as Miniſters; ; they have 


adopted the plan of Procruſtes ; ; they catch 


you every way. The greater part oppoſe 


the Declaratory Act to every accuſation of 
weak Indulgence to one Country, and the 


repeal of the Stamp Act, to every idea of 


affording benefit to the other. 


The 


4 
The Americans were ſorely diſappointed 


in the Adminiſtration of thoſe from whom 
they had received the warmeſt proteſta- 
tions of friendſhip. This Miniſtry eſta- 
bliſhed upon a permanent and ſure foun- 
dation the right of Taxation, which 
might otherwiſe have been problematical; 
a meaſure which ſerved only to irritate Ame- 
rica, without acquiring any contribution to 
this Country. We are obliged to revert to a 


diſtant Century, before we can find an ex- 


ample in Hiſtory to warrant ſuch a caprici- 
ous proceeding : not before the reign of H. 
VII. can we find any Adminiſtration go- 
verned by the ſame Inconſiſtency. He al- 
ternately orders his ſubjects at one time to 
reject, at another to acknowledge, the pre- 
cepts and doctrines of the Romiſh Church. 
Enforcing obedience to the doctrine, and 
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not to the ſupremacy, was not more in- 
conſiſtent with the mandates of the Catho- 
lic Religion, than inculcating Supremacy 
without exacting obedience, was weak and 
ridiculous in American Politics. It is no 


longer a time to agitate the queſtion, whe- 
ther we have the right of Taxation, or 
whether that right ſhould be exerciſed ? 


This ſubje& is worn out; the venom of 


political Writers and Orators is exhauſted 


upon it; I ſhall not enter upon ſo trite 
a topic: it is enough for my purpoſe, if I 
can ſhew, that the declarations and conduct 
of the Oppoſition, whilſt in power, were 
but little different from thoſe they now 
condemn, and they that trod the path of 


the preſent Adminiſtration.— But activity 
and ability will throw a luſtre upon pub- 


lic meaſures, the effects of which are loſt 


IN 


46 


in indolence and ſupineneſs. The fatal 


period in which the Stamp Act was un- 


happily, repealed muſt be univerſally re- 
membered *. This Act was 6 Geo. III. 
£42. It ſets forth, that the continuance 
of the Act for granting Stamp-Duties to- 
wards defraying the expences of the Co- 
lonies, would be attended with many in- 
conveniencies, and might be productive 
of conſequences greatly detrimental to the 
commercial intereſts of theſe kingdoms. 


When this paſſed the Houſe of Commons, 
there were 167 Members in the Minority, 
a far greater number than it ever amounts 
to in theſe times upon the moſt popular 
queſtion, and even above double the num- 


ber of the preſent Oppoſition upon an A- 


* Lord Rockingham was Firſt Lord of the Trea- 


ſury, the Duke of Grafton and Mr. Conway Sekre- 
taries of State. 


3 merican 
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F l merican queſtion. In the Houſe of Lords, 
| the Not Contents were 71. Even the Pro- 


(6) 


teſt ſet forth, That the law which this 
| Bill was to repeal paſſed in the other Houſe 
| with very little oppoſition ; and in that 
without one diflentient voice, which 
could not have happened, if it had been 
wholly and fundamentally wrong : that 
repealing ſuch law would ever after make 
| the authority of Great Britain contemp- 
| tible : that the ability of the North Ame- 
| rican Colonies to contribute their propor- 
tion of taxes was unqueſtionable, by the 
ſpeedy diſcharge of their debts contracted 


! during the war: that by a Letter to Mr. 


Conway, dated October 12, 1765, it is 


athrmed, That the People in general are 


averſe to taxes of any kind ; and that the 
Merchants think they have a right to every 


| freedom 


| an 


1495 
freedom of trade which the ſubjects of 
Great Britain now enjoy; and that the re- 
peal of this law will certainly produce one 
of theſe twoconſequences: either that it will 
in effect annul and abrogate all other laws 
and ſtatutes relating to our Colonies, and 
particularly the Acts that reſtrain or limit 
their Commerce, of which they are moſt 
impatient; or 7 we ſhould hereafter attempt 
to enforce the execution of thoſe lars againſt 
their will, and by virtue of an authority 
which they have dared to inſult with im- 
punity and ſucceſs, that endeavour will 
bring upon us all thoſe evils and inconve- 
niencies, to the fear of which we now ſa- 
crifice the ſovereignty of the | realm ; and 
this at a time when the ſtrength of our 
Colonies, as well as the defire of a total 
independence on the Legiſlature and Go- 


vernment 


1 
vernment of their Mother Country may be 
greatly augmented and when the circum- 
ſtances and diſpoſitions of the other Pow- 
ers of Europe may render the conteſt far 


more dangerous and formidable to this 


Kingdom.“ 


After this wiſe and provident Pro te 
after the ſecond, and before the third read- 
ing of chis Bill, the Declaratory Bill in 
the ſame week paſſed. the Houſe of Lords. 
Whether the Miniſters foreſaw the Op- 
poſition to the repeal would be too ſtrong 
without the latter Bill; whether it paſſed 

by compulſion or inclination, in my mind 
makes little difference. If they really 
thought America ſhould not be taxed, 
they did not act like Miniſters: that pro- 
ceeding was weak and ridiculous, which 

| laid 


13 
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laid the ſure foundation of future Taxa- 
tion, of future Rebellion; it was treach- 
erous to America. If they paſſed this Bill, 
which eſtabliſned the right, in order to 
pleaſe the Majority of the Legiſlature, 
they did not behave like men; they ſub- 
mitted to act in direct contradiction to 
their own views and their own principles: 
they gave up every pretenſion of honeſty 
to Hypocriſy and Fallacy ; whilſt they en- 
forced a melancholy example in this Coun- : 
try, that temporiſing matters is ultimately 
productive of more difficulties, and that 
deceiving all parties is the ſure method to 


pleaſe none. 


By the Stamp Act the ſeeds of diſcontent 
were ſown; but the Declaratory Law which 
accompanied the Repeal of that Act, gave 

O them 


( 19 ) 
them root and vigour, and has at length 
produced a full harveſt of political confu- 
ſion.— This is the grand ſpring which has 
given force and motion to the whole 
Machine.—This Declaration is not like 
thoſe Acts which may be made to-day . 
and repealed to-morrow.—lt is like Mag- 
na Charta, or the Bill of Rights, a Fun- 
damental Law. It is a legiſlative eſtabliſh- 
ment of a conſtitutional principle; and is 
therefore a Law which no future Legiſla- 
ture, that profeſſes a regard for the Co- 
ſtitution, can annul. I know it will be 
faid, That this declarative law has no ac- 
ER force, and therefore in itſelf can 


have no ill effect; that it was only fram- 


ed to preſerve the national Honour, by 


ſhewing that the repeal of the Stamp Act 
was the reſult of Indulgence, and not of 


Fear: 


(6 


Fear. It was very il ſuited to ſuch a pur- 


poſe. Public as well as private favours 
ſhould ever be conferred with Dignity and 
Liberality. True Dignity threatens not 
thoſe it pardons, Liberality makes no 
boaſt of its favours. Almoſt uſeleſs and 
inactive, indeed, this Act remained in the 
hands of a feeble Adminiſtration: they 
were well contented the ſword ſhould 
fleep in the ſcabbard, which they wanted 
ſpirit to unſheath and wiſdom to direct. 
Diſcerning men foreſaw, public- ſpirited 
men wiſhed it might be wielded by more 
daring hands. Nor have their expectations 


been diſappointed ; for in truth every ſub- 
ſequent meaſure of every ſubſequent Ad- 


miniſtration may, from this law, chal- 


lenge privilege, and claim protection. 


G 2 This 


( i ) 

This Bill is 6 Geo. III. c. 12. entitled, 
« An Act for the better ſecuring the De- 
pendency of his Majeſty's Dominions in 
America upon the Crown and Parliament 
of Great Britain ;” the preamble and ſub- 
ſtance are as follow: Whereas ſeveral 
of the Houſes of Repreſentatives in his 
Majeſty's Colonies and Plantations in A- 
merica have of late, againſt law, claim- 
ed to themſelves, or to the General Aſ- 
ſemblies of the ſame, the ſole and ex- 
cluſive right of impoſing duties and taxes 
upon his Majeſty's ſubjects in the ſaid Co- 
lonies and Plantations; and have, in pur- 
ſuance of ſuch claim, paſſed certain Votes, 


Reſolutions and Orders, derogatory to the 
Legiſlative Authority of Parliament, and 
inconſiſtent with the Dependency of the 
ſaid Colonies and Plantations vpon the 


Crown 
4. 


2 
Crown of Great Britain: May it therefore 
pleaſe your moſt excellent Majeſty, that it 
may be declared; and be it declared by the 
King's Moſt Excellent Majeſty, and by 
and with the conſent of the Lords Spiri- 
tual and Temporal, and Commons in this 
preſent Parliament aſſembled, and by the 
authority of the ſame, that the ſaid Colo- 
nies and Plantations in America have been, 
are, and of right ought to be ſubordinate 
unto, and dependant upon the Imperial 
Crownand Parliament of Great Britain ; and 
that the King's Majeſty, by and with the ad- 
vice and the conſent of the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, and comme of Great Bri- 
tain in Parliament aſſembled, had, hath, 
and of right ought to have, full power 
and authority to make Laws and Statutes 
of ſufficient force and validity to bind the 


Colonies 


( 14 ) 
Colonies and People of America, ſubjects 
to the Crown of Great Britain, in all caſes 


whatſoever.” 


3 - —— 
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The next Act paſſed under this Admi- 
— 1 niſtration, was 6 Geo. III. c. 52. in- 


— ah — 
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titled, An Act for repealing certain du- 


ties in the Britiſh Colonies and Plantations, 


granted by ſeveral Acts of Parliament; 
and alſo the duties impoſed by an Act 


made in the laſt Seſſion of Parliament upon 


certain Eaſt India goods exported from 


Great Britain ; for granting other duties 


inſtead thereof; and for further encourag- 
ing, regulating, and ſecuring ſeveral 


branches of the trade of this Kingdom, 


and the Britiſh Dominions in America.” 


The inconſiſtency of the Rockingham 
Adminiſtration plainly appears in this Act 
of 


1 


of Parliament. It is declared in a Reſolu- 


tion of the Congreſs, to be an infringe- 
ment and violation of the rights of the Co- 
loniſts, and that the repeal of it is eſſen- 
tially neceſſary, in order to reſtore harmo- 
ny between Great Britain and the Ameri- 
can Colonies. Let us trace the grounds 
of the reſentment evident in this Reſolu- 
tion in the treacherous conduct of this 
Miniſtry. They ſurrendered the tax; next 
they go back to declare the right; then 
they come forward again to eſtabliſh the 
fact. They pretended to ſtand forth to 
ſave the virtue of America from the Ra- 
viſher, that, under a falſe promiſe of ho- 
nourable accommodation, they might 


themſelves deflower her Virgin Charms. 


The other Acts complained of by the 


Congreſs paſſed under another Admiſtra- 


tion; 


! 
1 


1 
tion &; and it is very remarkable, that 
the firſt Reſolution, with regard to the 
Acts of Parliament, extends down only 
to the very Acts which paſſed under the 
different Adminiſtrations who now declaim 
ſo violently againſt the expediency, or 
againſt the Right of Taxation. It would 
ſeem as if the Americans hung them out 


purpoſely againſt their inſidious Friends. 


The Reſolution of the Congreſs is, Ne- 
mine Contradicente, That theſe Acts of Par- 
liament are infringements and violations of 
the Rights of Coloniſts; and that the repeal 
of them is eſſentially neceſſary, in order 


Duke of Grafton, Firſt Lord of the Treaſury ; 
Lord Chatham, Privy Seal ; Lord Camden, Chan- 


cellor ; Lord Shelburn and Mr. Conway, Secretaries 


of State. 
to 


E 
to reſtore harmony between Great Britain 
and the American Colonies; that they im- 
poſe duties for the purpoſe of raiſing a 
revenue in America, extend the powers 
of the Admiralty Courts beyond their an- 
cient limits, deprive the American Sub- 
ject of Trial by Jury, authoriſe the Judges 
certificate to indemnify the proſecutor 
from damages that he might otherwiſe 


be liable to, requiring oppreſſive ſecurity 


from a claimant of ſhips and goods ſeized, 
before he ſhall be allowed to defend his 


property, and are ſubverſive of American 


Rights. 


The remainder of the Acts complained 
of by this Relolution, are, 7 G. 3. c. 41. 
an Act to enable his Majeſty to put the 
cuſtoms and other duties in the Britiſh 


Dominions in America, and the execution 


D —_ 
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of the Laws relating to Trade there, un- 


der the management of Commiſſioners to 
be appointed for that purpoſe, and to be re- 
ſident in the ſaid dominions;—7 G. 3. c. 
46. an Act for granting certain duties in 
the Britiſh Colonies and Plantations in 
America; for allowing a drawback of the 
duties of cuſtoms upon the exportation 
from this Kingdom of coffee and cocoa 
nuts, of the produce of the ſaid Colonies 
or Plantations; for diſcontinuing the draw- 
backs payable on china, earthen ware, ex- 
ported to America ; and for the more effec- 
tually preventing the clandeſtine running 
of goods in the faid Colonies and Planta- 
— and 8 Geo. III. c. 22. an Act for 
the more eaſy and effectual recovery of the 
penalties and forfeitures inflicted by the 
Acts of Parliamest relating to the trade 


and 


( 
and revenues of the Britiſh Colonies and 


Plantations in North America. 


It is always underſtood, that the King's 
Speech is the Speech of the Miniſters ; 
and that it contains the ſentiments of the 


Leading Men in the Cabinet“. 


KIxd's SPEECH, March 10, 1768. 


« The welfare of all my Subjects is my 
« firſt object; nothing, therefore, has ever 
8 given me more real concern, than to 
* ſee any of them, in any part of my 
« Dominions, attempting to looſen thoſe 
* bonds of conſtitutional ſubordination 
«« ſo eſſential to the welfare of the whole. 
But it is with much ſatisfaction that I 


„ now ſee them returning to a more juſt 


* The Adminiſtration wag at this time compoſed 
of the Duke of Grafton, Lord Chatham, Lord Cam- 
den, Lord Shelburn, and Mr. Conway. 


ſenſe 
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ſenſe of what their own intereſt, ng 


« leſs than their duty, indiſpenſibly re- 


s quires of them; and thereby giving me 


<* the proſpect of continuing to reign over 


* an happy, becauſe an united People.” 


ADDREsS of both HouseEs of PARLIA- 


MENT, May 13, 1708. 


* Permit us to aſſure your Majeſty of our 


whe ready concurrence in every meaſure that 


may contribute to enable your Majeſty 


* molt effectually to maintain the public 
* authority, and carry the Laws into due 
«* execution; and of our determined re- 
« ſolution, molt chearfully and vigorouſ- 
** ly to ſupport your Majeſty againſt 
*« every attempt to create difficulty or 


« diſturbance of your Majeſty's Go- 


Some 


1 


Some of theſe former Miniſters defend 
themſelves, by ſaying, We voted ln 
*« theſe meaſures in the Cabinet,” T anſwer; * 
Why did they lend their mercenary names 
to meaſures they affirm they deteſt 1 
Why did they, for the fake of retaining 
lucrative Places, adopt doctrines they 
now aſſert with vehemence to be deroga- 
tory from the Liberty of the Subject, and 
to be ſubverſive of our Conſtitution ? Alas! 
is this Patriotiſm ? . 


Theſe men had long ſighed for the fa- 
vours of the Public, as much as for thoſe 


of a miſtreſs; their wiſhes were at length 
gratified. Sated with enjoyment, like the 


hateful huſband who connives at his own 
diſgrace, and even carefles the adulterer, 
they gave falſe credit to the ſpurious off. 
ſpring, and were the contented venders 


of their own infamy. | 
| Novem- 


( 22 ) 


November 8, 1768, we find the following 
speech F which N ſame deter- 
mination to preſerve the Dignity of this 
Country, the ſpirit tb puniſh Faction and 
: Rebellion, which inſpires the preſent” 
meaſures; tempered with that univerkal 


benevolence, that affection and compaſſion 
for deluded Subjects, which evidently ap- 
pears in the Commiſſion of Lord Howe. 


I mention this, in honour of the two 
Leading Men“ in Council, when this 


Speech was framed. 


At the cloſe of the laſt Parliament, I 
*« expreſſed my ſatisfaction at the appear- 


| ® The Duke of Grafton, Firſt Lord of the Trea- 
ſury, Lord Camden, Chancellor. 


© ance 


1 
* ance which then induced me to believe, 
that ſuch of my Subjects as had been miſ- 
led in ſome parts of my Dominions, were 
e returning to a juſt ſenſe of their duty: 
* but it is with equal concern, that I have 
* ſince ſeen that ſpirit of Faction, which l 
* had hoped was well nigh extinguiſhed, 
breaking out afreſh in ſome of my Colo- 
« nies in North America; and in one of 
ce them proceeding even to acts of vio- 
© lence, and of reſiſtance to the execution 
of the law; the capital town of which 
Colony appears by late advices to be in a 
e ſtate of diſobedience to all law and Go- 
* yernment, and has proceeded to meaſures 
« ſubverſiveof the Conſtitution, andattend- 
ed with circumſtances that manifeſt a diſ- 
** poſition to throw off their dependance on 


“ Great Britain. On my part, I have pur- 
« ſued 


„ 
« ſued every meaſure that appeared to be 
* neceflary for ſupporting the Conſtitution, 


&© and inducing a due obedience to the au- 


t thority of the Legiſlature. You may rely 
* upon my ſteady perſeverance in theſe pur- 
* poſes: and I doubt not, but that with your 
* concurrence and ſupport, I ſhall be able 
* to defeat the miſchievous deſigns of thoſe 
* turbulent and ſeditious perſons, who, un- 
* der falſe pretences, have but too ſucceſs- 
fully deluded numbers of my Subjects in 
* America, and whoſe practices, if ſuffered 
« to prevail, cannot fail to produce themoſt 
ce fatal conſequences to my Colonies imme- 
” diately, and, in the end, to all the Do- 


** minions of my Crown, .&c.” 


An Addreſs is equally ſuppoſed to be 
fabricated by the fame hands, before it is 
offered 


6 


offered to the conſideration of either 


Houſe, we find the following Addreſſes to 
the King after this Speech: 


ADDRESS of the HousE of Lops. 


„W deſire, with hearts full of gra- 
© titude, to acknowledge that Royal 


* goodneſs ſo evidently manifeſted to all 
« your People, by your Majeſty's conſtant 


* attention to the great commercial in- 


te tereſts of this Country; we ſhould be 


« wanting on our part, if we did not ap- 
cc ply to the conſideration of them, with 
d that alacrity which objects ſo very im- 
&« portant, and capable of producing the 
«© moſt eſſential benefits to the Nation, de- 


«© mand of us. 


© The reſolution which your Majeſty 


is pleaſed to expreſs, that you will not 
E « ſuffer 


rr — 


40 
10 
6c 


66 


( 26 


ſuffer any attempt to be made deroga- 


tory to the honour and dignity of your 


Crown, or injurious to the rights of 


your People, does, and ever will, call 


from us the aſſurances of our moſt 


e chearful ſupport; nor do we conceive 


cc 
cc 
” 
cc 
40 

«c 
6e 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


that any conduct can contribute more 
than this will, to render all the other 
Powers of Europe as careful as your 


Majeſty has ever been, to avoid taking 
any ſtep that may endanger the general 
tranquillity.— We feel the moſt ſincere 


concern that any of our Fellow-ſubjecs 
in North America ſhould be miſled by 
factious and deſigning men into acts of 
violence and reſiſtance to the execution 
of the law, attended with circumſtances, 
that manifeſt a diſpoſition to throw 
off their dependence upon. Great Bri- 


I * tain. 
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&« tain. At the ſame time we ſhall. be 
te ready to contribute to the relief of any real 
« grievance of your Majeſty's American 
Subjects; we moſt unfeignedly give your 
« Majeſty the ſtrongeſt aſſurances, that 
* we ſhall ever zealouſly concur in ſup- 
t port of ſuch juſt and neceſſary meaſures 
L as may beſt enable your Majeſty to re- 
« preſs that daring ſpirit of Diſobedience, 
« and to enforce a due ſubmiſſion to the 
te laws: always conſidering, that it is one 
* of our moſt eſſential duties to maintain 
* inviolate, the ſupreme authority of the 
«« Legiſlature of Great Britain over every 
part of the Dominions of your Majeſty's 


66 Crown.” 


ADDREss of the Houst of CoMMONs, 


% WE fincerely lament, that the arts 
* of wicked and deſigning men ſhould 
E 2 % haye 
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© have been able to rekindle that flame of 
&« Sedition in ſome of his Majeſty's Colo- 
& nies in North America, which, at the 
« cloſe of the late Parliament, his Ma- 
«« ity ſaw reaſon to hope was well nigh 
4 extinguiſhed. Ve ſhall be ever ready 
** to hear and redreſs any real grievance of 
% your Majeſty's American Subjects; but 
* we ſhould: betray that truſt repoſed in 
« us, if we did not withſtand every at- 
* tempt to infringe or weaken our juſt 
* rights; and that we ſhall always con- 
<« fider it as one of our moſt important 
duties, to maintain inviolable the ſu- 
% preme authority of the Legiſlature of 
« Great Britain over every part of the 


„ Britiſh Empire. 


* We beg leave to preſent our moſt 
cc dutiful thanks to his Majeſty, for hay - 


cc ing 


cc 
cc 


ce 
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ing taken ſuch ſteps as he judged ne- 


ceſſary for ſupporting the Conſtitution, 


and for repreſſing that ſpirit of Faction 


and Diſobedience, which, in the chief 
town of one of his Majeſty's Colonies, 


appear to have proceeded even to acts 
of violence, in direct defiance of all le- 
gal authority: and we will, by every 
means in our power, chearfully and 
zealouſly ſupport your Majeſty in all 
ſuch future meaſures as ſhall be found 
requiſite to enforce a due obedience to 
the laws, to reſtore order and good go- 
vernment where they have been diſturb- 
ed, and to eſtabliſh the conſtitutional 
dependance of the Colonies on Great 
Britain, ſo eſſential to the intereſt and 


proſperity of both.” 


Amidſt the variety of opinions formed 


by the particular prejudices and paſſions of 


each 


— 
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each individual, it is ſingular, that the 
Writers who are the moſt eminent 
on the popular fide “, who have even 


ſtrained 


In the North Briton, Ne 31, it is ſaid, Of the 
plenteous crop of Laurels which Mr. Pitt has gathered, 
the faireſt and the only Laurels likely to be ever- 
green, have come from America.” The revenues of 
the New World have been taxed to pay a little Tri- 
bute to its Conqueror. 
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Junius, in the Firſt Letter, ſays, A ſeries of 
inconſiſtent Meaſures has alienated the Colonies from 
their Duty as Subjects, and from their natural affec- 
tion to their Common Country.” When Mr. Gren- 
ville was placed at the Head of the Treaſury, he felt 
the impoſſibility of Great Britain's ſupporting ſuch 
an eſtabliſhment, as her former ſucceſſes had made 
indiſpenſible ; and at the ſame time, of giving any ſen- 
ſible relief to Foreign Trade, and to the weight of 
the Public Debt. He thought it equitable that thoſe 
parts of the Empire which had benefited moſt by the 
expences of the war, ſhould contribute ſomething 
to the expences of the Peace, and he had no doubt of 
the Conſtitutional Right veſted in Parliament to raiſe 
the Contribution. But unfortunately for this country, 
Mr. Grenville was at any rate to be diſtreſſed ; and 

becauſe 


1 


ſtrained the liberty of the Subject to the 
higheſt tone, ſhould all agree in this doc- 


trine, 


becauſe he was Miniſter, and Mr. Pitt and Lord Cam- 
den were to be the Patrons of America, becauſe they 
were in oppoſition, their declaration gave ſpirit and 
argument to the Colonies; and while, perhaps, they 
meant no more than the ruin of a Miniſter, they in 
effect divided one-half of the Empire from the other. 


& Tt was in the Colonies that our beſt and ſureſt 
ce hopes were founded. Their extenſive commerce 


c would have ſupported our home manufactures 
cc when other markets failed, and rewarded us in ſome 


« meaſure for that ſecurity and extent of dominion 
« which the blood and treaſure of this Country had 
cc purchaſed for them. Here, too, our moſt reaſon- 
<< able expectations are diſappointed : not only the 
« Merchant who gives credit on the ſecurity of per- 
« ſonal good faith is ruined by it; but, in a public 
« view, the ſum of the debts of individuals is held out 
& in terrorem, to awe us into a compliance with pre- 
«© tenſions, which ſhake the foundation of our poli- 
& tical exiſtence, I ſee the ſpirit which has gone 
abroad through the Colonies; and I know what 
« conſequences that ſpirit muſt and will produce, If 
<< it be determined to enforce the authority of the Le- 
4 gillature, the event will be uncertain ; but if we 

| 6 yield 


1 


trine, That a tax upon America is not only 
legal, but equitable. They do not ſet pre- 
ciſe limits to this right ; I preſume, for this 
reaſon: the laws of human nature are inva- 
riable. It muſt be equally evident to every 
man poſſeſſed of the reaſoning faculty, that 
if a heavy tax is laid, if Government is op- 
preſſive, the ſubject will wiſh to find a re- 
medy. Like a ſick man, he is ever reſt- 
leſs in every ſituation ; but when a Con- 
tribution which is due for protection from 
one Country to another is refuſed, when 
every aſſiſtance to diſcharge the indiſpenſi- 
ble expences of Government are denied, 
we are to contrive a puniſhment for rebel-. 


lious ingratitude, and fix a ſtigma on the 


<« yield to the pretenſions of America, there is no fur- 
ce ther doubt about the matter. From that moment 
« they become an independent People; they open 
« their trade with the reſt of the world, and England 
« is undone,” Atlicuss Letters, publiſhed 1769. 


abettors 


2051 
abettors of treachery and diſobedience. 
Famine, and all the horrors of wat ſhould 
prey upon one, ignominy and diſgrace 
thould be the portion of the other, 


No honeſt man can ſeriouſly maintain, 
that it would be impoſſible the Americans 
ſhould know, before a tax is laid, whe- 
ther they contribute a juſt ſhare towards 
the ſupporting the Dignity and Authority 
of the Empire. Whilſt Government ſub- 
fiſts, a cbifdente muſt be placed in the 
Legiſlature ; from the moment People be- 
come their own Law-givers, they re- 
nounce all protection from Civil Society 
and from Government, which eſtabliſhes 
rules for the intercourſe of Mankind, It 
is as abſurd to ſuppoſe this War is carried 


on for the lake of extending the RegaÞ 
F Prero- 
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Prerogative: It is the deſire of the Ame ; 


ricans only, to throw the whole Govern- 
ment into the Hands of the Crown, 
which would undermine the Principles of 
the Conſtitution, The Regal Power 
would then infallibly riſe on the weakneſs 
of the other Parts of the Legiſlature. It 
would encroach no leſs on the Indepen- 
dence of the ds. chan on the Privileges 
of the Commons. Happily for this 
Country, we are bleſſed with a Monarch, 
who has relinquiſhed every Claim to this 
Power, and has placed all the Rights 
over the Colonies in the Hands of the 


People *. The Americans wiſhed to put 


The money ariſing from the Sale of the conquered 
Iſlands in the Weſt Indies, amounting to 100,0001. 


to which the King was entitled by Law, has been 


ordered by his Majefty to be paid into the Treaſury, 
and not into the Hands of his own Treaſurer, 


all 


= 
all that Power into his Hands, which 
even after the Conqueſt of America he 
would never poſſeſs. From a deſire of in- 
creaſing the Legiſlative Authority, he runs 
a riſk of diminiſhing his own. He has at 


ſtake the Appointments and Patronage he 


has already peaceably enjoyed, and whilſt 


he cannot gain, he may conſiderably loſe, 


* . 
3 


Let this be a full anſwer to all thoſe, 
who argue that this War is detrimental 
to the Conſtitution, that it will ultimate- 
ly encreaſe the Prerogative of the Crown: 
they may argue with ſubtlety, I anſwer 
them by Facts. There are, however, very 
few who hold out theſe arguments upon 


the American Queſtion ; the national opi- 


nion is almoſt uniform, Even upon this 


ſubject, the maxim of the learned and ju- 


F 2 dicious 


ts 
3 — 
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dicious Hooker is contradicted, that he 
* that goeth about to perſuade a multi- 
© tude, that they are not ſo well govern- 
© edas they ought to be, ſhall never want 
ce attentive and favoura ble hearers ; be- 
* cauſe ſuch as openly reprove ſuppoſed 
“ Diſorders of State, are taken for princi- 


« pal Friends to the common benefit of 


« all; and for men that carry ſingular 


% freedom of mind.” 


An eminent political Writer has faid, 
& That thoſe who have been concerned in 
« one revolution, are never eaſy, till by 
« their intrigues they can bring about an- 
* other.” This can only be falſified by 
dur conduct, by ſhewing our Loyalty to 
the beſt of Kings, our Love to the hap- 
pieſt Country under Heaven, which ſhould 

make 


(6 
make it our common wiſh, to extirpate 
this fatal oppoſition to Government, which 


threatens ruin to the deareſt and moſt va- 


luable Intereſts in this Kingdom. Let 
thoſe men, who lately defended their cha- 


racter with ſo much reſentment, whoſe 
honour is tender to the gentleſt reflection, 


hear what was more warmly advanced 


againſt their Doctrine, a few years ſince, 


by an Archbiſhop of York *, not inferior 


in learning and abilities to the preſent, 


Speaking of the Party attached to the Re- 


bels, he ſays, View it in its principles 


and motives, and you will find the foun- 


dation of it laid in the darkeſt and moſt 


black diſpoſitions ; in Men, whoſe minds 


This Sermon, together with his active conduct 
in ſuppreſſing the Rebellion, obtained him the See 
of Canterbury, when the Duke of Newcaſtle and 


Mr, Pelham had the management of Public Affairs. 
and 


4 
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and conſciences are perpetually intoxicated 
by Ambition, by Pride, by Covetouſneſs, | 
by Revengefulneſs, by Faction, which laſt 
is nothing elſe but a wicked compound of 
Pride and Cevetouſneſs, Ambition and | 
Revengefulneſs, united and made faſt to- 
gether by Hypocriſy; qualities, all of 
them ungovernable, and which conti 
nually animate thoſe who are enſlaved 
by them, to break looſe from all the moft 
facred ties of Reaſon and Religion, and 


of their ſworn Allegiance to God and 


their Country. 


For to men of theſe diſpoſitions, it is 
no argument of Peace and Obedience, that 
the adminiſtration of a Government is in 
the wiſeſt Hands, and that every thing is 
managed with the exacteſt Juſtice, and 

moſt 
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moſt ſcrupulous obſervance of the Laws. 


If their Pride and Ambition is not ſatts- 
fied, and if they are not diſtinguiſhed by 
poſts of Dignity and Honour, they will 
endeavour to ſpoil the order and regularity 
of things; and if they are not allowed 
to ſhare in the conducting it, they will 
contrive ways to clog the Wheels of Go- 
vernment, and make it drive heavily, if 


they cannot overturn it. 


To men of theſe diſpoſitions, it is no ar- 
gument of Loyalty and a peaceful demea- 
nor, that every thing is ſecured to them 
whichcan make their lives comfortable and 


eaſy ; that their property "ſtands upon the 
baſis of the Laws; that their goods and 


poſſeſſions are guarded from all violence 


and outrage; and that every man is al- 


lowed 


| (4 ) 
lowed to dwell fafely under his own vine, 
and under his own fig-tree. All theſe aro 
inconſiderable advantages, not worth our 
thanks or our remembrance; tis a ſuf- 
ficient grievance, and will abundantly juſ- 
tify their diſobedience, that they are cut 
off from every opportunity of enriching 
themſelves and families; and muſt ſubmit 
to be contented with a moderate and eaſy 
Fortune, when they might be laying the 
foundation of diſtinguiſhed grandeur and 


magnificence. 


To men of theſe diſpoſitions, whoſe 
hearts boil with malice and revenge, it 
is no argument for a weak and dutiful be- 
haviour, that they live under the protec- | 
tion of the mildeſt and beſt-natured Prince, 
and I moſt Juſt and equitable Govern- : 


ment ; 


ent, for if they are not allowed the 


malice upon the Mien they Rate, in 

of all obligations to the contrary from 
Religion and common Gratitude, wy 
will revile the King, and fly at his Name 
and Honour with the greateſt virulency, 
and with the moſt falſe and odious calum- 
nies, and blacken the Adminiſtratioa by 


artful miſrepreſentations, inſidious con- 


ſtructions, and malicious aggravations. 


To men of theſe diſpoſitions, who 
feed upon faction, and love to live in 
ſtorms, it is no argument, to excite their 
zeal for their King, and for the Honour 
and Intereſt of their Country, that they 
are bleſſed with the happy influence of a 
Covernment which labours for the 
Peace and Proſperity of the Public, and 
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employs their utmoſt Wiſdom and their 
utmoſt Care to kill the lurking fpirit 
of Tumult and Diſquiet. They are un- 
eaſy if they are not active in Sedition ; 
and that very T ranquility, which is ac- 
knowledged to be the greateſt bleſſing 
confiſtent with the Lot of Humanity, 


embitters the Pleaſure and Happineſs of 


their Lives. 


* 


